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Week Ending Friday, August 10, 1979 





Department of Justice 


Exchange of Letters on the Resignation 
of Griffin B. Bell as Attorney General. 
August 3, 1979 


To Attorney General Griffin Bell 

I accept with genuine regret your resig- 
nation as Attorney General of the United 
States. 

As a dedicated and independent pro- 
fessional, as a wise and judicious admin- 
istrator, as a fair an compassionate public 
servant and as a valued personal friend 
of the President you have served our 
country well. Your accomplishments have 
been a source of pride for me and for 
others who have assessed the accomplish- 
ments of the Department of Justice under 
your leadership. You have left a good 
heritage of personnel and policy which 
will serve to perpetuate the advantages of 
your good work. 

You have my best wishes and sincere 
thanks as you return to private practice, 
and I look forward to having your advice 
and support in the months ahead. 

Give my love (and thanks) to Mary. 

Your friend, 
Jummy Carter 


August 2, 1979 
Dear Mr. President: 


As we have discussed, I hereby formally 
tender my resignation as Attorney Gen- 


eral of the United States, which will be 
effective upon the appointment and qual- 
ification of my successor. I do so with grat- 
itude to you for affording me the oppor- 
tunity to serve as Attorney General. 

As a lawyer and citizen, this has been 
the highest privilege of my life. For 30 
months I have been the lawyer for the 
people of the United States. The work has 
been hard; the challenges have been 
great; and I have given my best effort. It 
is an experience that I will cherish for all 
of my days. 

When you asked me to undertake this 
responsibility, I told you I would stay on 
the job until I could warrant to you that 
the Department of Justice was strong, 
running well, and an institution of which 
you and the American people could be 
proud. In asking you earlier this year for 
my release to return to the private sector, 
I gave you that representation, and I now 
leave the Department knowing that it is 
in the hands of good and strong men and 
women whom you have placed in its top 
leadership positions and that it is staffed 
by professionals. 

You have been a bulwark of strength 
to me in leading the Department. I have 
carried out your direction to develop tra- 
ditions of excellence and independence in 
the Department and you, indeed all 
Americans, can have the satisfaction of 
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knowing that these traditions will be de- 
manded practices for many years to come. 
Finally, I simply want to state that 
serving in your Cabinet has been a great 
personal honor. I value my friendship 
with you, and I hope that you will call 
upon me whenever I can be of service. 
Warm personal regards. 
Sincerely, 
GrirFIN B. BeLi 
Griffin Bell 


[The President, The White House] 


NOTE: The texts of the letters were made 
available on August 4. 


Department of the Treasury and 
the Federal Reserve System 


Remarks at the Swearing In of G. William 
Miller as Secretary of the Treasury and Paul 
A. Volcker as Chairman of the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 
August 6, 1979 


THE PresipenT. One of the enjoyable 
and gratifying aspects of being President 
of our great country is to be able to call 
upon distinguished Americans to serve 
our country. The two most important 
economic posts in our Government are the 
Secretary of Treasury and the Chairman 
of the Federal Reserve System. And I 
don’t believe that anyone whom I have 
read and listened to very closely in the 
last few days have contradicted the fact 
that we have two superbly qualified men 
who will be serving in these two important 
posts in the days ahead. 

Our country is facing troubled times 
economically. We’ve now experienced 
more than a decade of persistent inflation, 
which has sapped away the confidence of 
American people in the future, which has 
put an additional and unnecessary bur- 
den on the shoulders of our people of all 
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kinds, and which has been a discouraging 
thing for economists and for the Congress 
and for Presidents and other administra- 
tive officials at all levels of government. 

This inflationary problem has been ex- 
acerbated in recent months by the ex- 
tremely rapid increase in energy costs. In 
the last 6 months, OPEC has raised energy 
prices 60 percent, and the retail price of 
energy in our country has increased more 
than that in the last 4 months alone. 

How to deal with this serious problem 
of inflation, how to keep a sound dollar, 
how to keep a strongly growing economy 
in our Nation, how to deal with the prob- 
lems of housing and unemployment, and 
to meet the social needs of our people is 
indeed a-challenge that is great, not in- 
surmountable, but requires the best 
leadership and the best minds and the 
most intense and sincere dedication. 

I think all of us know that there must 
be experience in these two posts. There 
must be competence and there must be 
dedication. There’s no doubt that Paul 
Volcker and Bill Miller exemplify these 
characteristics to an utmost degree—an 
unchallenged, uncontradicted degree. 

In addition, it’s important for our 
country that the leadership in our eco- 
nomic community have the confidence of 
America, of people who labor at all levels 
of employment—at the business execu- 
tives, bankers, the financiers, government 
officials. These two men must have the 
confidence of our Nation, and they do. 

It’s also extremely important for every- 
one who lives in our country to know that 
the Secretary of Treasury and the Chair- 
man of the Fed have the confidence of the 
financial world, because the stability of the 
dollar, the persistent attack on the prob- 
lems of inflation are absolutely crucial to 
maintaining the leadership that our coun- 
try must maintain. And also that there be 
a stable purpose of our Nation exempli- 
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fied by these two men and others, like my- 
self, who will work with them. 


I’m determined to maintain a steady 
course, to maintain a sound fiscal policy. 
I’m determined to maintain a responsible 
policy concerning our monetary systems, 
and also a sound and conservative budget 
policy. Now is no time to change course. 
Now is no time to deviate from the pur- 
poses that we have espoused, that we have 
described to the American people and to 
the rest of the world. 

I am absolutely confident that Bill 
Miller and Paul Volcker will join me in 
that commitment, and I am gratified to 
have them as partners with me, with the 
other administration officials, and with 
the Congress and the American people in 
pursuing this steady course based on a 
responsible fiscal, monetary, and budget 
policy. 

The first to be sworn in will be William 
Miller, who has served in a distinguished 
way as Chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board, who has a superb record as a cor- 
porate leader, who is a clear and evocative 
spokesman, both in public and in private 
counsels, who has shown already his abil- 
ity to deal with the problems that I’ve 
outlined concerning inflation, a strong 
economy, employment, the meeting of our 
social needs in our country. And [’m 
grateful and honored as President to ask 
Judge Leon Higginbotham to administer 
the oath of office as Secretary of the 
Treasury to a fine American and a dis- 
tinguished public servant, William Miller. 

Judge Higginbotham. 

[At this point, Judge A. Leon Higginbotham 
of the Third Circuit administered the oath of 
office.] 

I'd like to say in introduction that Bill 
Miller will serve not only as Secretary of 
the Treasury but also as the chief economic 
spokesman of my administration and the 
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economic coordinator of my administra- 
tion. 


Bill Miller. 


SECRETARY MILER. Mr. President, it 
seems I was standing in this very spot on 
a similar occasion not so long ago, about 
17 months. At that time, I would have 
predicted that I would serve out my term 
as Chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board and then return to private life. I 
only hope my economic forecasts prove to 
be more accurate. 

Many of my friends have been puzzled 
by my move from the secure and inde- 
pendent halls of the Federal Reserve to 
an insecure and exposed seat in the Cab- 
inet. There should be no mystery. In these 
difficult times, every American should be 
willing to serve his President and his 
country to the best of his abilities. If each 
does his part, the total impact will have a 
powerful influence on our effectiveness 
and on our confidence. 

Today, in dealing with the economic 
conditions we face, we have a towering 
challenge. We have inherited the most 
distressing economic environment in 50 
years. Inflation is a clear and present 
danger. It has struck at our Nation’s 
vitality. If it is not checked, then it will 
threaten our democratic system itself. 

Never in its history has America expe- 
rienced peacetime inflation of such magni- 
tude and such duration as we’ve seen dur- 
ing the decade of the seventies. It is 
unprecedented. 

This virulent cancer of inflation has 
built up over some 15 years. Its incubation 
period coincided with larger events which 
divided our Nation and weakened our 
resistance to this dread disease. As a con- 
sequent, inflation has become deeply em- 
bedded in our economic structure. We can 
no longer effect a cure by cyclical treat- 
ment. We must attack the root causes and 
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totally eradicate the basic sources of the 
malady. 

Because inflation has built up over such 
a long period, it will not easily or quickly 
be dislodged. What is needed is a compre- 
hensive, sustained, and total war against 
inflation. What is needed is an integrated 
strategy marshaling all the policy weapons 
at our command until we achieve uncon- 
ditional surrender. 

As I have often said in my former role 
as Federal Reserve Chairman, monetary 
policy certainly cannot do the job alone. 
But a disciplined monetary policy is a key 
element. President Carter has made an 
excellent choice in Paul Volcker as my 
successor. He is superbly qualified. I am 
sure that Paul and the other able and 
dedicated Governors of the Federal Re- 
serve and the Presidents of the Federal 
Reserve Banks who serve on the Open 
Market Committee can be counted on in 
their independence to maintain the proper 
monetary stance. 

At the same time, those of us with re- 
sponsibility in the administration must 
apply ourselves with full diligence to im- 
plementing the other elements of the Pres- 
ident’s economic strategy—a disciplined 
fiscal policy, a program for moderation of 
wage and prices, commitment to a sound 
and stable dollar, expansion of exports, 
balance in our international accounts, a 
comprehensive energy program to reduce 
our dependence on imported oil, to con- 
serve energy in every way, and to develop 
alternate energy sources within our 
borders. 

And certainly the President’s program 
on energy should be enacted as promptly 
as possible, including the windfall profits 
tax. 





And we must pursue the other ele- 
ments—reduction of unnecessary Govern- 
ment regulation and other cost-raising 
Government actions. 
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We must encourage employee training, 
capital investment, and the research and 
development and the other initiatives that 
are essential to increase our productivity. 

Of course, economic activity is not of 
itself the essence of our national purpose. 
There are higher aspirations concerning 
the spiritual and humanistic values of 
American life and human society. But it 
is not likely that these higher goals can 
be attained in the complex and inter- 
dependent world without a sound 
economy. 

Employment opportunities for every 
American, production of the goods and 
services we need at stable prices, advances 
in science and technology, molded in 
humane application, all are a precondi- 
tion. 

Without a vigorous economic system, 
we cannot assure the adequacy of our 
national security. We cannot provide suffi- 
ciently for the poor and the aged and the 
infirm and the veterans who have served 
this country. We cannot revitalize our 
cities. We cannot guarantee proper shel- 
ter or education or medical care for all 
Americans. We will be handicapped in 
maintaining American leadership in a 
fragile world. 

A sound economy is thus the basis for 
pursuing our national goals. The govern- 
ment must lead the war against inflation, 
but the campaign most surely will suc- 
ceed only if every American plays his full 
part. 

Support of all our citizens is needed to 
endure a period of austerity, fairly shared, 
so that we may again be able to enjoy the 
bounty of this great land. We must have 
the compassion to cushion the burden in 
these austere times from those least able 
to protect themselves. It is a period of 
testing. Do we have the will, the deter- 
mination, the character to persevere? 








Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 


Watching the struggle of the boat 
people to find a true light in a darkened 
corner of the world, watching “their ex- 
treme risk to find an American refuge, 
watching their sacrifice, speaks more elo- 
quently than I can of the living reality of 
the American dream. 

My purpose, Mr. President, friends, 
Americans, will be to serve as your Secre- 
tary of Treasury in doing my very best to 
assure the lasting vitality of our economic 
system, to fight and to win the war against 
inflation, to reinforce the preeminence of 
Americans at home and abroad, and to 
keep alive that great American dream. 

Thank you. 

Tue PresipEnt. Next, Judge Higgin- 
botham will administer the oath of office 
to Paul Volcker as Chairman of the Fed- 
eral Reserve System. 

Mr. Volcker is a man who has devoted 
his entire professional career to dealing 
successfully with the complexities of 
monetary theory and practice and inter- 
national finance. 

I consulted with many people when I 
was deciding whom to ask to serve in this 
most important position. And the more 
people who talked to me, the more the 
choice became obvious. 

Internationally, Paul Volcker is well 
known. His experience in the Federal Re- 
serve Bank in New York and also within 
the Treasury Department itself has been 
a demonstration of not only sound man- 
agement but incisive analysis and leader- 
ship. Among his notable peers, he is recog- 
nized as being superb in the ability to 
understand the complexities of a fast- 
changing monetary world, protecting the 
interest of our Nation, and making inci- 
sive decisions that were honored as their 
results were observed. 

When I met with Paul Volcker to dis- 
cuss his appointment with him, he made 
it clear to me, and I instantly agreed, that 
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both he and I and Bill Miller, who was 
present, would honor the independence 
and the integrity of the Federal Reserve 
System. 

We also recognize the need to exchange 
ideas and to share responsibility in a com- 
pletely appropriate way between the 
Government, the executive branch, the 
Congress, and the Federal Reserve, and 
the private enterprise system of our 
Nation. 

I am extremely grateful that Paul 
Volcker is willing to serve. He takes this 
position with some financial sacrifice, but 
with an awareness of the possible benefits 
to our country in broadening and expand- 
ing his responsibility in his area of service. 

I have never made an appointment, I 
don’t believe, that was received domesti- 
cally and internationally with any more 
uniform approbation. And so for that rea- 
son, also, I am grateful to Paul Volcker 
for being willing now to accept the oath 
of office and then the responsibilities as 
Chairman of the Federal Reserve System 
of our country. 

Paul. 

[At this point, Judge Higginbotham admin- 
istered the oath of office.] 

Mr. Votcker. Mr. President, ladies 
and gentlemen, that’s not the first time 
I’ve taken that oath. And every time I’ve 
done so, I end up with a little lump in my 
throat at the end, because it really is a 
great privilege for me to be asked to serve 
in public office and, most of all, the one 
I’m undertaking today. 

It’s obvious to all of you from what’s 
been said today that we’re face to face 
with economic difficulties really unique in 
our experience. And we’ve lost that eu- 
phoria that we had 15 years ago, that we 
knew all the answers to managing the 
economy. 

But somehow knowledge of our limita- 
tions seems to me the beginning of wis- 


1405 





Aug. 6 


dom, and I for one am convinced we can 
make progress now that we have the prob- 
lems in clearer perspective. 

And I’ve been particularly encouraged, 
Mr. President, with the forthrightness 
with which you have reiterated the priori- 
ties on inflation, on energy, on the budget, 
and all the rest—priorities and objectives 
that I am sure are shared not just by me 
but by the Federal Reserve generally and 
indeed by the citizens of this country. 

Now, we in Federal Reserve, I suppose, 
are always a little sensitive about our spe- 
cial niche within the Government. But I 
assure you, we also know we operate with- 
in the framework of government. There’s 
no moat around that marble palace on 
Constitution Avenue to impede communi- 
cation in every direction, and particularly 
with the administration, with the Con- 
gress. And I look forward to maintaining 
those communications. 


I’ve spent a fair amount of my life now 
within the Federal Reserve, and it looks 
as though it will be a little more. I cherish 
its integrity. I cherish its professionalism. 
And I only hope that as I take office that 
reputation can be maintained and over 
time even enhanced, as it was with my 
predecessor, whom I’m so happy and 
proud to share this platform today. I ap- 
preciate the chance to try to do my part. 

Thank you very much. 

NoTE: The President spoke at 3 p.m. at the 


ceremony in the East Room at the White 
House. 


Baltimore, Maryland 
Remarks Following a Tour of Neighborhood 
Rehabilitation Projects. August 7, 1979 


As all of you know, our country is 
determined to win the energy war and 
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I believe the people here on East Biddle 
Street can help me. Do you agree? 


[Applause] 


A couple of Sundays ago I made a 
speech to the Nation about the strength 
of our country and about our need to have 
a strong and united effort in our Nation, 
not only to have a good economy, with 
jobs for people, good housing, but also to 
stop the waste of energy and to let our 
Nation be dependent on ourselves and 
not on the OPEC countries. 

Behind me, you see several panels on 
the top of this house that are going to be 
all over the Nation in the future. There’s 
no way for them to embargo the sunshine, 
right? [Applause] 

Baltimore is showing the way. You’ve 
got a great mayor in Don Schaefer. And 
you have worked with him to make sure 
that your city is becoming a better place 
to live. 

Two and a half years ago, almost three, 
I came to Baltimore to see the fine hous- 
ing programs that were in effect here 
where people who did not have jobs, were 
given jobs to make old homes new and 
to let people live in decent housing for a 
change, quite often with a family that was 
going to live in a house doing a major 
part of the work. 

Now we have a fine weatherization pro- 
gram underway in Baltimore. This year, 
we will have 3,000 homes completely 
weatherized, not with expensive workers, 
but with CETA workers, who were for- 
merly unemployed. They are doing a su- 
perb job. It only costs, for each home, 
about $275 to make sure that the doors, 
the windows, the hot water heaters do 
not waste energy. This money comes back 
in saved heating bills in less than 2 years, 
and then for the rest of the life of the 
home, there’s a tremendous savings in 
dollars and a warmer house and a better 
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place to live which will be of benefit to 
you, to the city, to your neighbors, and 
to our country. ° 

This year, 3,000 homes, next year, 4,000 
more homes, more jobs and one of the 
good things, one of the good things is that 
these young workers who were formerly 
unemployed are learning a good trade and 
they are going from this program into pri- 
vate employment with a lot higher salary 
level and a stable life for the future. That’s 
what I call cooperation. That’s what we 
need all over the country. 

I don’t know if you know it or not, but 
40 percent of all the energy in our coun- 
try goes into the heating and the cooling 
of homes and other buildings—40 percent. 
nd because we are so wasteful now, be- 
tween 30 percent and 50 percent of all 
that heat is wasted. It costs our country 
in energy security. It makes us too de- 
pendent on foreign oil. It takes jobs away 
from our Nation and imports inflation. If 
we can just cut down on the waste of 
energy in our homes, this would be a 
tremendous program now and in the 
future. 

In 1977, I proposed to the Congress 
and the Congress passed a bill that gives 
$300 in tax credits for any homeowner 
who will weatherize a home to cut down 
energy waste and $2,200 for any home 
that will install solar heat for the house 
itself or for hot water or sometimes even 
for cooling. This is a program just getting 
started, and we have now proposed to the 
Congress an additional program that will 
let the power companies, the gas com- 
panies, the electric light companies, give 
a loan to a family or to the owner of a 
house that’s rented to make sure that the 
house is weatherized and made efficient 
and that loan will not have to be paid 
back until the house is sold. This will save 
a half million barrels of oil every day and 
again will provide tremendous savings 
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for the homeowners and the working peo- 
ple of our Nation. 

It’s very important that this program 
be understood not just by those of you as- 
sembled here on North Patterson and East 
Biddle Street but also by the people all 
over our country. We are making good 
progress toward giving our people a better 
life, and we are letting you have a part in 
providing for our energy security and 
making us free from dependence on for- 
eign oil that might be interrupted and 
damage our lives and damage the coun- 
try we love. Will you cooperate on this 
program with me? [Applause] 

Let me add a word about the school 
building on my right. This building was 
built, I believe, in 1896. It has educated, 
as you know, a lot of young people. Now 
it’s no longer used for a school building, 
but it’s being renovated at a very low cost 
compared to a new building. And by De- 
cember, it will be completed and we'll 
have a place to live, a beautiful place to 
live for 19 families. This is being done in 
other places in Baltimore at a great sav- 
ings to the taxpayers and giving good 
housing for all our people. 

This is the kind of cooperation that 
you are finding now among the 
Federal agencies—Housing and Urban 
Development, which provides the funds 
and the know-how; Labor, which pro- 
vides the CETA programs and training 
the young people to have permanent jobs; 
HEW,, interested in a better life for our 
people in education and welfare and 
health, and other Federal agencies. But 
the most important thing is that we are 
working cooperatively with the State 
government officials and the local govern- 
ment Officials and also private industry. 

An additional thing in Baltimore is 
this: The people who do most of the work 
are the ones who live here and who want 
a better place to live. That’s the kind of 
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cooperation we’re going to continue, and 
I want to say to you from the bottom of 
my heart that I thank Mayor Schaefer 
and all the government officials here in 
the city. I appreciate the people who are 
here assembled to hear my voice, and I 
particularly appreciate the citizens of our 
country who believe that our Nation is 
already strong and great, that it can be 
greater in the future and stronger, and 
who will do your individual part in saving 
energy, cutting out waste, guaranteeing 
our Nation’s security. 

I want you to make sure that Congress 
cooperates with me. We and the Congress 
will cooperate with you. We'll have energy 
security for our Nation and a better life 
for all Americans. That’s what we want; 
that’s what we’re going to have. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:35 a.m. at the 
intersection of East Biddle Street and North 
Patterson Park Avenue, in east Baltimore. 

Prior to his remarks, the President toured 
the home of Mrs. Genitha Rhyne. The house 
was rehabilitated and weatherized as part of 
a citywide project, and also was outfitted with 
a solar unit for heating. The President and Jay 
Brodie, Commissioner of Housing and Com- 
munity Development, then toured School No. 
37, one of the vacant school buildings in Balti- 
more being renovated into apartment hous- 
ing. While he was at the school, the President 
met with city officials and neighborhood resi- 
dents to discuss the rehabilitation projects. 


Baltimore, Maryland 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer Session 
at the National Convention of the Order 

of the Sons of Italy in America. 

August 7, 1979 
PRESIDENT. 


THE Judge Montemurro, 


Governor Hughes, Mayor Don Schaefer, 
who’s done so much to keep Baltimore a 


great city, Senator Sarbanes, Senator 
Mathias, Congressman Biaggi, Judge 


Sirica, Colonel Battaglia, delegates, mem- 
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bers and friends of the Sons of Italy in 
America: 

I’m not supposed to go to Italy until 
next year. Why is it that I already feel 
like I’m there? 

I intend to visit your great mother 
country next year for an official state visit 
in Venice to meet with the other leaders 
of the industrialized Western nations to 
discuss matters important to our country 
and to the other nations on Earth. 

I’m especially glad today that in addi- 
tion to Congressman Biaggi and Judge 
Sirica and Father Baroni,* that I was able 
to bring with me the highest law enforce- 
ment officer in our Nation, the new At- 
torney General of the United States of 
America, Benjamin Civiletti. And I sin- 
cerely hope that you approve of this ap- 
pointment. 

It is very important that the govern- 
ment of our Nation represent and reflect 
the varied heritage of America. But I 
recognize a special claim that Italian 
Americans have. Some of us are very 
proud that our people came over in 1620 
on the Mayflower, but not many of us can 
say that our people came over in 1492 on 
the Santa Maria. | Laughter] 

For myself, today I came over on the 
train. And first of all, I want to say that 
I recommend this kind of trip to every 
American regardless of national back- 
ground. Trains have always been a truly 
American way to travel, and I am deter- 
mined to improve America’s railway sys- 
tem. I want to demonstrate that trains 
represent the future and not the past in 
transportation in America. And I hope 
you'll help me with that. 

In recent years there’ve been too many 
bankruptcies, too many terminations of 
rail service, to a great degree brought 
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about by excessive Government regula- 
tion. Recently, the Congress passed legis- 
lation severely reducing Government reg- 
ulation of the airline industry. Many of 
you flew into Baltimore. And you know 
that passengers on airlines have saved 
already more than $2'% billion. The air- 
lines have made more money, more people 
travel. Now we have before the Congress 
a proposal to do the same thing with 
American railroads. And if you’ll help me 
with Congress, we'll deregulate the rail- 
roads, put them back on a sound, blue-ink 
basis and have a better transportation sys- 
tem for our country. 

Amtrak must be more efficient, more 
comfortable, and more economical. And 
we are finally changing the blocked 
Northeast Corridor into an open passage- 
way for millions of Americans. This is the 
same thing 1’m determined to do with my 
Presidency, to keep it open by traveling 
frequently and freely among the people of 
our Nation, and that’s why I’m so glad to 
be here with you. I thank you for giving 
me this opportunity. 

Now, people used to call America a 
melting pot, but that has never really been 
true. The people of this country did come 
from all over the world. We are a nation 
of immigrants; we are a nation of 
refugees. We came here bringing with us 
every kind of culture and language and 
religion and way of life. Our ancestors all 
sought the same freedom, but we never 
got melted down into a single featureless 
mass where all were exactly the same and 
all of us are glad that this did not happen. 

Whatever our race or religion or form 
of nationality, we have kept some of our 
original character, even as we’ve learned 
to live and to work together as Americans. 
We are not a melting pot. We are more 
like a pot of minestrone. [Laughter] 

As I said often during my campaign 
throughout the country, the analogy that 
comes closest, to my mind, to capturing 
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the essence of America is that we are a 
mosaic. Each fragment of the mosaic has 
its own shape and its own color and its 
own size. And the beauty of this mosaic 
is to be found both because each piece is 
different and unique and because the 
pieces fit together in harmony so well. 

This country is a mosaic made up of 
Italians and Irish and Poles and Jews and 
blacks and Orientals and Native Ameri- 
cans and even people with Southern ac- 
cents. [Laughter] 

And I might say that all of us have on 
occasion suffered from some degree of 
prejudice. But the whole is greater than 
the sum of its parts, and we will go on 
adding pieces to this American mosaic as 
long as there is oppression and tyranny 
and suffering in the world which people 
need to escape and to come here for 
freedom. 

The famous poem by Emma Lazarus 
inscribed at the base of the Statue of 
Liberty includes these lines which all of 
you know: “Give me your tired, your 
poor, your huddled masses yearning to 
breathe free, the wretched refuse of your 
teeming shore. Send these, the homeless, 
tempest-tossed to me. I lift my lamp be- 
side the golden door.” 

That old, beloved poem has new and 
vital meaning today, and we ought to 
think about this. The phrase about the 
tempest-tossed sounds almost like a 
prophecy of the boat people. The refugees 
from Indochina who have posed such a 
challenge to the conscience of the world, 
they are the tempest-tossed of 1979. The 
golden door of our Nation must be open 
to them just as it was open to the tempest- 
tossed parents and grandparents of 
almost everyone in this room and all those 
who live throughout the country. 

There is a tendency in our Nation, even 
amongst some of us, to say, well, now it’s 
different. It’s not different. 

We must be open hearted and we must 
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still be concerned for those who seek to 
escape persecution and to find freedom. 
It’s good for our Nation that you are 
meeting here as Italian Americans, that 
you are working together to preserve your 
heritage and your culture, because you 
have so much to offer. I do not mean only 
the cultural and artistic and musical her- 
itage, a heritage represented by names like 
Michelangelo, and da Vinci, Verdi, and 
Toscanini, nor do I mean even the great 
individual contributions of particular Ital- 
ian Americans although, of course, we are 
all intensely proud of people who have 
held our Nation together in a time of trial 
and testing and great threat, men like 
John Sirica, Peter Rodino, and now Ben- 
jamin Civiletti. Even more important than 
any American, no matter how great that 
individual might be, is the system of values 
that the Italians and the Poles and the 
Irish and the European Jews and other 
immigrants brought to our shores. 

I mean the devotion to family, a sense 
of discipline, a belief in hard work, a read- 
iness to sacrifice so that each generation’s 
children could have a better life, and fi- 
nally a sense of concern and compassion 
for others. That sense of compassion is 
very broad, and it’s evident in this room, 
in this organization. 

On this trip, I’m discussing with Mario 
Biaggi the plight of the people in northern 
Ireland. Peter Rodino, with his commit- 
tee, is working to help the boat people. 
There are many in this room who’re con- 
cerned about Israel, who’re concerned 
about the poor of all nationalities, and 
about the elderly who live among us. 

During this convention I have learned 
the Sons of Italy will present a check for 
$2 million to the March of Dimes Foun- 
dation to fight birth defects. And that 
money will go to help children of every 
racial and ethnic background. You’ve 
raised that money in your capacity as 
Italian Americans, but you are donating 
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it in your capacity as Americans. That is 
the spirit of the United States, the same 
spirit that the immigrants brought to this 
country of unity, patriotism, confidence, 
and concern. 

It’s the same spirit that we must now 
bring to the fight to achieve and to pre- 
serve American energy security. 

I’m not going to describe any particular 
program today. We all know that we can 
meet our energy security threat only if 
we enact legislation and then pull to- 
gether as Americans. 

Because our Nation is not only a mosaic 
ethnically and culturally but also econom- 
ically, we’re different one from another. 
Some of us financially are well off; some 
have to struggle just to make ends meet; 
some of us are energy consumers, some 
energy producers. Some of us are from 
the Northeast, where we need a lot of 
heating oil to keep our homes warm ; some 
of us are from the sun belt where enor- 
mous differences of distance means that 
we need a lot of gasoline just to go to our 
jobs. 

Too often in the past, as we tried to 
deal with this complicated energy prob- 
lem, we have let these differences paralyze 
our Nation. We’ve been too prone to 
struggle and fight among ourselves in serv- 
ing our own particular interest. We have 
let the general interest, the national inter- 
est suffer. 

I’m sorry to say that until now the gen- 
eral interest has had a hard time of it in 
the halls of Congress, despite the dedica- 
tion and the work of the leadership and 
many Members of the Congress. The Con- 
gress has yielded to the narrow interest on 
energy issues time and time again. I’ve 
now called on the Congress to enact a 
strong windfall profits tax on the oil com- 
panies to help finance a strong national 
effort to achieve energy security, and I 
need your help. 

The Congress is now in recess, and its 
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Members are at home listening to con- 
stituents. I’m sure that the message they 
will hear is a clear call to enact the wind- 
fall profits tax on the oil companies. 
America needs the revenues from that tax 
to finance a vast effort to increase energy 
production and also to increase energy 
conservation. 

America needs those resources, those 
revenues to improve mass transit. I took 
the train this morning, not only because 
it’s the best way to come from Washington 
to Baltimore but also because I wanted to 
show my support for a strong mass trans- 
portation system. 

The windfall profits tax will also let us 
build that kind of system and will help us 
to ease the burden of increasing energy 
cost that now falls on the shoulders of the 
poorest among us. But we cannot do any 
of that unless we are willing to place the 
common good over the narrow special 
interests. 

This is a challenge I talked about in my 
Sunday night television address. It’s a 
challenge I’m talking about from one end 
of this country to another. It’s a challenge 
I’m calling on you to help me meet to- 
gether, unified with confidence in our- 
selves, with confidence in each other, with 
confidence in our Nation, in America. 
You can help me and the Nation that we 
all love by saving energy in your own 
lives and in your own homes and in your 
own communities and by getting the mes- 
sage across to the Representatives in Con- 
gress that all of us must cooperate and to 
mobilize the strength of America to 
achieve energy security. We have the 
greatest Nation on Earth. Let’s make it 
even greater. Sempre avanti! 

And now I’m ready for your questions. 


QUESTIONS 
NATIONAL HEALTH PLAN 


Q. Mr. 


President, we’re concerned 
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with what you think the possibility is of 
having a national health insurance pro- 
gram passed within this administration 
and, if so, do you feel it will be the admin- 
istration’s bill or do you feel it would be 
the bill of, say, others who’ve presented 
bills? 

THE PreEsIwENT. I think it’s very impor- 
tant that our Nation have a comprehen- 
sive health program. The differences that 
have been highly publicized between my- 
self and Senator Kennedy on what shape 
the legislation should assume, I think, have 
been exaggerated. We’ve come a long 
way. There are some differences that are 
material, but I believe that we can over- 
come those differences. 

The Congress is responsible for doing 
this. One of the comments that I made in 
the swearing-in ceremonies for Patricia 
Harris—who will be the new Secretary of 
HEW-— is that part of her responsibility 
will be to resolve the differences that do 
exist between my own proposal—which 
has been very carefully considered and is 
a very sound proposal—and that of many 
others who’ve been interested in national 
health programs for a long time. So, I 
predict that this will be passed during this 
Congress, if not this year, then next year. 

We've got the support of people like 
Abraham Ribicoff, Senator Russell Long, 
Senator Kennedy, and many others in the 
Senate, and then we have equivalent sup- 
port in the House. 

It’s not intended by either Senator 
Kennedy or I that the program would be 
effective immediately. It would go into 
effect in 1983, but because of its far- 
reaching impact and the need to be re- 
sponsible on budget matters, we want to 
phase it in very carefully. The first phase 
will be to coordinate existing Govern- 
ment programs. The second phase will 
be to pursue aggressively a prevention 
program to prevent disease and to build 
on the things we’re already doing so well 
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in that respect, and later to broaden the 
coverage one step at the time until all 
Americans, regardless of their income, 
have an adequate degree of health care. 
The total ultimate cost will not exceed, 
in my opinion, what the ultimate cost 
will be without this program, because the 
costs now are growing so rapidly. 

The first step that I hope the Congress 
will pass this year to go into effect im- 
mediately is hospital cost containment. As 
you all know, because this is not a compet- 
itive industry, hospital costs have been 
going up twice as fast as the average cost 
of inflation. So, we need hospital cost 
containment immediately and then to im- 
plement the health program on a nation- 
wide basis carefully, methodically, but 
thoroughly and with a maximum degree 
of cooperation between me and, as you 
say, others. 


ETHNIC AMERICANS 


Q. Mr. President, I am John Spatuzza 
from Chicago, Illinois. Mr. President, 
your predecessor had established an Office 
for Ethnic Affairs to demonstrate the con- 
cerns and to make available to ethnic 
Americans a vehicle by which they could 
express their concerns in their particular 
areas. Mr. President, does the fact that 
you have not chosen to establish such an 
office, does that in any way indicate a 
diminished concern for ethnic Americans? 

Tue Presivent. I can answer that in 
one word—the word is “no.” It does not 
show any absence of concern for ethnic 
Americans. We are now working with the 
leaders of this organization and others to 
see how we can broaden the input from 
different ethnic groups throughout the 
country into the White House where deci- 
sions are made. 


I think it’s very important to realize 
that all of us, from the President, the Vice 
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President on down, attempt every day 
accurately to mirror the interest of ethnic 
Americans. But we do not have any lack 
of compassion or understanding, commit- 
ment, determination to serve ethnic 
American groups greater, and we have a 
broad range, for instance, of Italian 
Americans who serve at top levels in our 
administration. We'll continue with this. 
And I think you know that Vice President 
“Mondali”—{laughter|—is one of the 
representatives of the Italian Americans 
that I depend on very heavily, and now 
we have some more in the administration 
as well. 


VISIT WITH ITALIAN FAMILY 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President, I’m 
Josephine Falco, and [’m from Massa- 
chusetts. In your travels around our coun- 
try, you have visited American families of 
many different backgrounds. Do you, Mr. 
President, plan to visit a family of our 
Italian heritage? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. Nothing would 
please me more than to do that. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. How 
about coming to 44 Beaverbrook Road, 
Waltham, Massachusetts. [Laughter] 

Tue Present. That’s a great temp- 
tation. Some of my top scheduling aides 
are here, and if they don’t schedule me 
into an Italian American home, I might 
make some more changes in my staff. 
[Laughter] 


FOOD AND ENERGY PRICES 


Q. Florabell LaVerdi from Browns- 
ville, Pennsylvania. Mr. President, Amer- 
icans throughout our country are deeply 
concerned with the family budget and its 
ability to provide the adequate heat in 
their homes and the nutritious food on 
our tables. Do you believe that the ever 
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escalating costs will force us to choose be- 
tween adequate heat or sufficient food? 

THe PRresipeNt. I’m very pleased that 
in the last few months the wholesale price 
of food has been going down, including 
that of red meat. So far, the so-called mid- 
dlemen and the retailers of meat have 
been profiting excessively in spite of the 
fact that the price of beef and pork and 
poultry to the farmer has been going 
down. 

I believe that the sum total of all this, 
however, is a leveling off and a starting 
down of the price of food, which should 
continue the rest of this year. There is 
no way that I or anyone else can promise 
you cheaper energy in the future. 

In the last 4 months alone in our coun- 
try, because of OPEC price increases, 
which are exorbitant and excessive, the 
price of energy in our country has gone 
up about 60 percent at the retail level. 
This is not going to turn around. I think 
it won't be nearly that steep in the future. 

I’ve just come from a poor neighbor- 
hood in Baltimore. Mayor Schaefer has a 
program here depending upon CETA 
workers to go into low-income homes with 
formerly unemployed young people and to 
weatherize those homes, to add insulation 
to windows, to doors, insulation around 
hot water heaters, and so forth. 

The total average cost of that for any 
home is only about $275. That much can 
be saved in less than 2 years, and from 
then on, you have a saving of $150 or so 
in a small home every year as long as the 
home lasts. 

In 1977 we got through the Congress— 
and don’t many people know this—a pro- 
gram to give tax credits up to $300 for the 
insulation of a home, up to $2,200 to 
install solar heating. 

This next proposal that we’ve just put 
into the Congress, depending upon the 
windfall profits tax, will provide loans 
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from the power companies, the natural 
gas supplying companies, the electric 
power companies to all homeowners, a 
very low-interest loan, so that you can in- 
sulate your homes and not have to pay 
back the cost of that insulation until the 
home is sold. 

With this program alone, we hope to 
save more than a half million barrels of 
oil every day. So, we are moving now to 
compensate with your help in saving ac- 
tual money on energy. Even though the 
price of oil itself goes up by having more 
efficient automobiles, using mass transit, 
insulating homes, setting thermostats at a 
higher degree level in the summer, lower 
in the winter, these things you must do 
to help yourselves. 

So, food prices are turning downward, 
energy prices are going to go up, but your 
total cost of heat can go down if you take 
care of yourself by cooperating in these 
programs. 

Thank you very much for that excellent 
question. 


MEXICAN ENERGY SUPPLIES 


Q. Peter Tubiolo from Covina, Cali- 
fornia in southern California. What is 
your administration doing with reference 
to resolving the relationship between 
Mexico and the United States relative to 
the fuel import disagreements? 

THE PRESIDENT. We're negotiating now 
on the price of natural gas. The original 
projection of the quantity of natural gas 
that Mexico planned to sell has been 
dropping substantially because President 
Lopez Portillo has decided to use a greater 
and greater quantity of Mexican natural 
gas in his own country. So, the amount to 
be sold to us is much less than we had 
anticipated. We are still negotiating on 
a price for that gas. 
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We are already buying between 85 per- 
cent and 90 percent of all the oil that 
Mexico exports. So, we are already doing 
what a lot of Americans don’t know 
about. We would buy 100 percent of all 
Mexico’s exported oil if Mexico wanted 
to sell all their oil to just one customer. 
ut I can understand the Mexicans’ atti- 
tude. They want to have not all their eggs 
in just one customer’s basket. So, they do 
sell 10 percent or 15 percent of their oil 
to other countries—Japan and some Euro- 
pean countries. So, we have an excellent 
relationship already with Mexico on oil; 
we're negotiating on natural gas. I hope 
that this will be a successful negotiation. 
I will be meeting personally with Presi- 
dent Lopez Portillo in Washington next 
month hopefully to conclude these nego- 
tiations. We’ve got a good relationship 
with Mexico, and we intend to keep it 
that way. 


DEPARTMENT OF 


Q. I’m Lucy Codella from White 
Plains, New York. Mr. President, there 
has been proposed a new department of 
education in Washington. Will this new 
department have any serious impact on 
the programing and the management of 
the present private, elementary, and sec- 
ondary schools? 


EDUCATION 


THE PresiwenT. I would say it would 
have a beneficial impact. First of all, to 
have a separate department of education 
will actually decrease the Federal bu- 
reaucracy, the cost of administration, and 
the number of employees. 

Secondly, this department will give a 
higher profile, a higher degree of aware- 
ness and publicity to the problems of 
education than you can possibly have with 
education buried under health and wel- 
fare. Another thing that’s important, and 
that is that the State and local officials 
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and also the private school officials will 
have a single identifiable person with one 
responsibility with whom they can deal. 
My own belief is that this will result in a 
lesser interference of the Federal Govern- 
ment in the affairs of the State and local 
public schools and also the private schools. 
You won’t have as many lawsuits and 
withholdings of funds and so forth if you 
can have a routine natural communica- 
tion and consultation and cooperation 
between the education officials, private 
and public, and the Federal Government 
to begin with. I think we can have fewer 
regulations, fewer forms, fewer require- 
ments for Federal grants. 

In the last 2% years, we have had more 
increase in Federal aid for education with 
less interference than ever before in his- 
tory, even during those days in the sixties 
when President Johnson was in the White 
House. It’s been a superb achievement. 

We will have within the new depart- 
ment an assistant secretary of education 
just for private schools, private education. 
So, I have no doubt that the relationship 
between the private schools and the Fed- 
eral Government will be better with the 
new department of education than it has 
been in the past. 


U.S.-ITALIAN RELATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, I’m Guy Arigo from 
Revere, Massachusetts. The Italian Gov- 
ernment has been undergoing a serious 
governmental crisis. Is there any change 
in our Government’s position with respect 
to possible changes in the Italian Govern- 
ment which eventually may bring a direct 
communistic participation in the Italian 
executive branch of government? 

Tue Present. I’m very proud of the 
fact that the United States of America has 
an excellent relationship with the Govern- 
ment of Italy. We have deplored the vio- 
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lence and the threats of terrorism and the 
acts of terrorism in Italy. We have of- 
fered our services to the Government of 
Italy, to the people of Italy, in a coopera- 
tive way with other nations, I might add, 
to help stamp out the threat of terrorism. 
We now see a new government taking 
over in Italy. We’ve had an excellent rela- 
tionship with Mr. Andreotti. We will also 
have an excellent relationship with the 
new government. 

I have been very pleased at the result 
of the recent election which showed that 
the Communists, in a free and democratic 
election, lost substantial support from the 
people of Italy. 

I might say three things very quickly. 
It would be completely inappropriate and, 
I think, counterproductive for our Nation 
to try to interfere in the electoral process 
of Italy. Secondly, I hope that over a 
period of time, and not too long to wait, 
that the influence of the Communists in 
Italy will take another drastic drop. And 
the third thing is, I trust the political judg- 
ment of the people of Italy. 

We don’t have any fear about the fu- 
ture of Italy being a democratic nation, 
allied with us, a strong NATO member, a 
distinguished member of the leadership 
with whom I meet every year at least and 
obviously tied to us with the most valuable 
of ties, the ties of blood kinship so well 
represented by this group. 


ITALIAN AMERICAN JUDICIAL SELECTIONS 


Q. Good morning, Mr. President. I’m 
Charles Caputo from Pittsburgh, Penn- 
sylvania, the Supreme Order of the Sons 
of Italy, or its Chief Legal Officer. 

May I say preliminarily, in 30 years of 
participation in activities of the Order, 
I’ve never heard anyone received with 
such acclaim and warmth, with one ex- 
ception, than I did you this morning. The 
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other exception is not too far away. It was 
exceeded before you got here when we 
received the Honorable Benjamin 
Civiletti. 

With his appointment, Mr. President, 
you made all Americans of Italian de- 
scent throughout the United States very, 
very happy. Id like to say on a personal 
note your appointment of Leonard Paletta 
in the city of Pittsburgh to the district 
court of western Pennsylvania was re- 
ceived very, very tremendously and 
gratifyingly by Americans of every ethnic 
descent. I’m so sorry he passed away be- 
fore he could ascend the bench. 

We wondered, and have discussed in 
many, many meetings, why, with all of the 
capable legal scholars and the proficient 
and efficient members of the bench in the 
various courts throughout the United 
States, why not one Italian has ever been 
appointed to the Supreme Court of the 
United States—and I know of only 
two—— 

Tue Preswent. I have wondered the 
same thing. 

©. I know of only two that pres- 
ently serve in the district courts. How- 
ever, Mr. President, my question is, and I 
finally got around to it, will this adminis- 
tration continue to seek out, recognize 
qualified Americans of Italian ancestry in 
its present search for Federal judicial ap- 
pointments in the many vacancies that are 
presently looking for filling and, secondly, 
would the President and his committees 
on selection accept recommendations 
backed by portfolios from this organiza- 
tion or any other Italian ethnic organiza- 
tions? 





Tue Presiwent. I think it’s very easy to 
answer that question. The chief adviser to 
the President in the selection of Federal 
district judges and circuit court judges 
and Supreme Court Justices, if there ever 
is a vacancy, is a very distinguished per- 
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son, who is present, and that’s the Attor- 
ney General of the United States. 

I will make you this offer. If the Sons 
of Italy and other distinguished groups 
around the country make recommenda- 
tions for Federal judgeships and if you 
cannot get an adequate hearing in Ben- 
jamin Civiletti’s office, you can come 
directly to me. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. And I 
think we have an eloquent salesman right 
behind you there, Judge Frank J. Mon- 
temurro. 

THE PresivENT. I only have time for 
one more question. And I’m looking for- 
ward to it. 


NEW ENGLAND ENERGY SUPPLIES 


Q. E. Howard Molisani of Port Wash- 
ington, New York. My question deals with 
energy and its effect on the Northeast 
Corridor. In that particular corridor, Mr. 
President, there is a heavy concentration 
of Italian Americans working and living 
there. The energy, as far as oil is con- 
cerned, heats up our industry, gives em- 
ployment and heats up our living quar- 
ters. At the present time, I wanted to find 
out whether there are any special pro- 
grams being initiated for that particular 
area, especially since that area is more 
afflicted than most other areas of the 
United States with the plague of unem- 
ployment. 

Tue Preswent. I don’t know the 
exact amount of money being spent on the 
Northeast Corridor. It’s in excess of $2 bil- 
lion, and we are trying to reach out in the 
repair of the railroad system in the North- 
east Corridor to bring in opportunities 
for employment among those who have 
high unemployment rates. 

We also are particularly concerned 
about the possible shortage of fuel for the 
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Northeast Corridor, not only in transpor- 
tation but for home heating purposes. 
One of the things which makes this region 
of northeast America so vulnerable is 
that about 80 percent or more of all the 
oil used in that region is imported, and I 
think about 80 or 83 percent of all the 
homes in the northeastern part of our 
country are heated with oil—very few in 
the South, or even here as far south as 
Baltimore. 

We have pledged ourselves not only to 
meet the transportation needs, and ob- 
viously the railroads are a crucial and 
vital factor that will be served adequately 
with distillate fuels, but also to build up 
the reserve supplies for home heating to 
an adequate level. 

Last year, we had at the end of Octo- 
ber, 233 million barrels of oil in storage, 
in primary storage, for the heating of 
homes in New England. This proved to be 
adequate. This year I have promised to 
have built up by the end of October, 240 
million barrels of home heating oil, more 
than we had last year just on the chance 
that that would be a more severe winter 
this year than we experienced in the win- 
ter of 1978-1979. So, we have this as one 
of our major concerns. We are monitoring 
the level of supplies every day and I have 
pledged myself as President to make sure 
that there is no shortage of home heating 
oil for the Northeast area during this 
coming winter. 

I might say that it obviously helps, no 
matter what the level of reserve supplies 
might be, if every homeowner will do his 
or her part not to waste energy. Forty per- 
cent of all the oil, of all the energy used 
in this country goes for the heating and 
cooling and servicing of buildings—40 
percent. And the estimates that have been 
run by MIT and by other distinguished 
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independent organizations have shown 
that between 30 percent and 50 percent 
of this is wasted. That not only hurts our 
country but it hurts the pocketbook of 
every family involved. 

And I hope that all of you will go 
back—you are leaders, I know, within the 
Sons of Italy organization—if all of you 
would go back to your local organizations 
and encourage every member to survey 
your home, to get the power company to 
help if they will, to see where energy can 
be saved with storm windows and with 
insulation around your hot water tank, 
lower the temperature of your hot water 
tank from 140—which most of it is, I'll 
bet—down to 105 degrees, which is ade- 
quately hot, to put the small restrictive 
valves on your hot water faucets, to drive 
55 miles an hour, to form a carpool or to 
share a ride with a neighbor, to leave your 
cars home 1 day a week whenever it’s 
possible, and either walk or ride a bike or 
get a ride with a neighbor. 

These are the kind of things, they seem 
like small—they seem like they’re not very 
important, but they are absolutely crucial 
to our country. 

We will provide adequate fuel for 
transportation and for heating in the 
Northeast Corridor and throughout the 
Northeast this winter. You can depend 
upon that. 

But I need for all Americans in this 
room and listening to my voice on radio, 
television, and news media to do your 
individual part to make our Nation 
strong, to remove this noose of energy 
dependence on foreign countries from 
around our neck, and to let our Nation, 
which is already great, as I say, be even 
greater in the future. 


Aug. 8 


You’ve honored me by letting me come. 
God bless every one of you. 
NOTE: The President spoke at 11:03 a.m. in 
the Francis Scott Key Ballroom at the Balti- 
more Hilton. In his opening remarks, referred 
to Frank J. Montemurro, Jr., administrative 
judge of the Family Court Division of Phila- 
delphia, John J. Sirica, former United States 
District Judge for the District of Columbia, 
and Frank J. Battaglia, deputy commissioner 
of police of Baltimore. 


Meeting With President Ahmed 
Sékou Touré of Guinea 


White House Statement. August 8, 1979 


The President met for 1 hour and 10 
minutes today with President Ahmed 
Sékou Touré of Guinea, who is in the 
United States on a private visit. 

The discussions covered a wide range of 
matters of mutual interest, including 
African and international problems, the 
continuing improvement of bilateral rela- 
tions, and Guinea’s growing role in pan- 
African affairs and with the nonaligned 
countries. 

President Touré will meet this after- 
noon with Secretary of State Cyrus R. 
Vance. 

While in the United States, President 
Touré will also consult with top level offi- 
cials of the United Nations, the World 
Bank, and a number of U.S. banks and 
corporations interested in promoting fur- 
ther U.S. investment in Guinea. He will 
also meet with Mayor Marion Barry of 
Washington, D.C., Mayor Tom Bradley 
of Los Angeles, and other officials on a 
tour that will take him to Los Angeles, 
Denver, Pittsburgh, and New York. 

President Touré is accompanied by 
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his wife and several ministers of his 
Government. 

Attending the meeting on the U.S. side 
were the President; Secretary of State 
Vance; National Security Adviser Zbig- 
niew Brzezinski; Acting Assistant Secre- 
tary of State for African Affairs William 
Harrop; Ambassador to Guinea Oliver S. 
Crosby; and Jerry Funk of the National 
Security Council staff. 

Attending on the Guinean side were 
President Sékou Touré; Madame Andree 
Touré, wife of the President; Ismael 
Touré, member of the National Political 
Bureau and Minister of Mines and Geol- 
ogy; Moussa Diakité, member of the Na- 
tional Political Bureau and Minister of 
Housing, State Lands and Urban Affairs; 
President of the National Legislative As- 
sembly Damantang Camara; and Guin- 
ean Ambassador to the United States 
Mamady Lamine Conde. 


Office of the Special Representative 
For Trade Negotiations 


Nomination of Reubin Askew To Be Special 
Representative for Trade Negotiations and 
Designation of Alonzo L. McDonald To Be 
Acting Special Representative. 

August 8, 1979 


The President will nominate Reubin 
Askew to be the Special Representative 
for Trade Negotiations with the rank of 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary. This position will continue to be 
considered a Cabinet-level post. Governor 
Askew will succeed Robert Strauss, who 
is resigning the post effective today. The 
President earlier this year named Mr. 
Strauss as Ambassador at Large for the 
Middle East negotiations. Mr. Strauss 
will now be able to turn his full attention 
to that area. 

Following confirmation, Governor As- 
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kew is expected to assume his duties as 
Special Trade Representative on or about 
October 1. In the interim, Alonzo L. Mc- 
Donald, who is now the Deputy Trade 
Representative, will be the Acting Spe- 
cial Representative for Trade Negotia- 
tions. 

Ambassador Strauss has been anxious 
to leave these responsibilities for quite 
some time, and we wanted to make this 
transition as soon as possible. 


Both Ambassador Strauss and Ambas- 
sador McDonald have pledged to work 
closely with Governor Askew to ensure a 
smooth transition. The President is, of 
course, pleased that Governor Askew has 
agreed to join the administration in a 
position of this importance. The President 
served as Governor of Georgia at the 
same time that Governor Askew was in 
office in Florida. The men came to know 
each other well during that time. The 
President has long admired Governor 
Askew’s abilities as a leader and as an 
administrator. 

NOTE: Press Secretary Jody Powell read the 
announcement at 2:43 p.m. at the regular news 


briefing for reporters, held in the Briefing Room 
at the White House. 


Federal Farm Credit Board 


Nomination of Two Members. 
August 8, 1979 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate two persons to be members 
of the Federal Farm Credit Board for 
terms expiring March 31, 1985. They are: 


Jewett HaAaranp, of Clarkfield, Minn., a 
retired farmer who served on the Grain 
Terminal Association for 21 years and is 
active in National Farmers Union activities; 
and 

Dwicut L. Tripp, Jr., of Auburn, Maine, a 
dairy farmer who raises registered holsteins 
(reappointment). 
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Meeting With Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher of the 
Federal Republic of Germany 


White House Statement. August 9, 1979 

While here on a working visit, Vice 
Chancellor and Foreign Minister of the 
Federal Republic of Germany Hans- 
Dietrich Genscher met with President 
Carter this morning for 30 minutes in the 
Cabinet Room. Also present at the meet- 
ing were Secretary of State Cyrus Vance; 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the Pres- 
ident for National Security Affairs; 
George Vest, Assistant Secretary of State 
for European Affairs; and Steve Larra- 
bee, NSC staff. The Foreign Minister was 
accompanied by West German Ambas- 
sador Berndt von Staden. During the 
meeting the President and Foreign Min- 
ister Genscher discussed issues of mutual 
concern, including theater nuclear forces, 
SALT II, and energy. 

Following the meeting at the White 
House, Secretary Vance hosted a lunch- 
eon in honor of Foreign Minister Gen- 
scher, which was also attended by other 
senior West German and U.S. officials. 
Prior to his departure for the Federal Re- 
public, Foreign Minister Genscher will 
also meet with Secretary of Defense 
Harold Brown and Dr. Brzezinski. 

The meetings with Vance and other 
American officials are part of a regular 
exchange of views on matters of common 
interest to both countries. 


Selective Service System 


Nomination of Bernard Daniel Rostker To Be 
Director. August 9, 1979 


The President today announced his 


intention to nominate Bernard Daniel 


Aug. 10 


Rostker, of Great Falls, Va., to be Direc- 
tor of the Selective Service System. 

Rostker is Principal Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy for Manpower and 
Reserve Affairs. 

He was born February 1, 1944, in New 
York City. He received a B.S. in educa- 
tion and economics from New York Uni- 
versity in 1964, and an M.S. (1966) and 
Ph. D. (1970) in economics from Syra- 
cuse University. He served in the USS. 
Army from 1968 to 1970. 

From 1970 to 1977, Rostker was an 
economist with the Rand Corp. From 
1972 to 1977, he was program director 
for Rand’s Project Air Force Manpower, 
Personnel and Training Program. 

Rostker has been Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy since 1977, and has 
been responsible for policy development 
and program evaluation in all areas of 
Navy and Marine Corps military and 
civilian manpower, personnel, and train- 


ing. 


International Seafarers 
Convention 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Convention. August 10,1979 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, the 
International Convention on Standards 
of Training, Certification and Watch- 
keeping for Seafarers, with Annex, 1978 
(the Convention), done at London, July 
7, 1978. The report of the Department of 
State is enclosed for the information of 
the Senate in connection with its consid- 
eration of the Convention. 

This Convention establishes improved 
and often new international require- 
ments for training, certification and 
watchkeeping for masters, officers and 
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certain crewmembers of “‘seagoing”’ mer- 
chant ships. These requirements should 
provide more highly qualified personnel 
on board ships and thereby reduce mari- 
time casualties and promote safety of life 
at sea and protection of the marine envi- 
ronment. Such international requirc- 
ments are responsive to proposals which 
were made by the United States in March 
1977, following a series of tanker acci- 
dents in or near United States waters. I 
recommend that the Senate give prompt 
consideration to this Convention and ad- 
vice and consent to its ratification. 
Jimmy CarTER 

The White House, 

August 10, 1979. 


United States-Norway Treaty 
on Extradition 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Treaty. August 10,1979 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and 
consent of the Senate to ratification, I 
transmit herewith the Treaty of Extra- 
dition Between the United States of 
America and Norway signed at Oslo on 
June 9, 1977. 

I transmit also, for the information of 
the Senate, the report of the Department 
of State with respect to the treaty. 


The treaty is one of a series of modern 
extradition treaties being negotiated by 
the United States. It expands the list of 
extraditable offenses to include aircraft 
hijacking and obstruction of justice, as 
well as other offenses not now covered by 
our existing treaty with Norway. Upon 
entry into force, it will terminate and 
supersede the existing Treaty of Extradi- 
tion of 1893, the Amendatory Extradition 
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Treaty of 1904, and the Supplementary 
Extradition Treaty of 1938. 

This treaty will make a significant cun- 
tribution to international cooperation in 
law enforcement. I recommend that the 
Senate give early and favorable consider- 
ation to the treaty and give its advice and 
consent to ratification. 

Jimmy CarTER 
The White House, 
August 10, 1979. 


United States-Canada Convention 
on Northern Pacific Halibut 
Fishery 


Message to the Senate Transmitting a 
Protocol. August 10,1979 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I am pleased to transmit the Protocol, 
with Annex, Amending the 1953 Conven- 
tion Between the United States of Amer- 
ica and Canada for the Preservation of 
the Halibut Fishery of the Northern 
Pacific Ocean and Bering Sea for Senate 
advice and consent to ratification. The 
Protocol was signed at Washington on 
March 29, 1979. 

I also transmit for the information of 
the Senate the report of the Secretary of 
State with respect to this Protocol and 
an exchange of Notes, done on March 29, 
1979, and an Agreed Minute, done on 
April 6, 1979. 

This agreement was negotiated to 
bring the 1953 Convention Between the 
United States of America and Canada for 
the Preservation of the Halibut Fishery 
of the Northern Pacific Ocean and Ber- 
ing Sea into conformity with the terms 
and intent of the Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act of 1976, which ex- 
tended U.S. exclusive fisheries jurisdic- 
tion to 200 miles off the U.S. coasts. It 
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will allow continuation of the Interna- 
tional Pacific Halibut Commission, and 
of the joint management of the halibut 
resource in the Pacific. The agreement 
contains provisions for an interim en- 
forcement regime, to apply, pending final 
delimitation, to maritime boundary areas 
in which both Canada and the United 
States claim fisheries jurisdiction. It al- 
lows the uninterrupted continuation of 
the work of the International Pacific 
Halibut Commission, and provides for the 
continuation of recreational fishing by 
both countries in maritime areas in which 
each exercises exclusive fisheries jurisdic- 
tion. In general, it makes an important 
contribution to good fisheries relations 
between our two countries. 

I believe that approval of this Protocol 
is in the best interests of the United States. 
I recommend that the Senate give early 
consideration to this Protocol and its ad- 
vice and consent to its ratification. 

Jimmy Carter 
The White House, 
August 10, 1979. 


National Aeronautics and Space 
Programs 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report. August 10,1979 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I transmit this report on the Nation’s 
progress in space and aeronautics during 
1978. This report is provided in accord- 
ance with Section 206 of the National Aer- 
onautics and Space Act of 1958 as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 2476). 

Included in this report are statements 
of policy designed to maintain American 
space leadership. This report concentrates 
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on the most significant Federal space and 
aeronautical activities. These emphases 
have enabled us to reduce the amount of 
detail and number of separate agency 
program descriptions. 
Jummy CarTER 

The White House, 

August 10, 1979. 
NOTE: The report is entitled “Aeronautics 
and Space Report of the President—1978 Ac- 
tivities’ (Government Printing Office, 103 
pages). 


Death of Jacob Potofsky 


Statement by the President. August 10, 1979 

America lost one of the giants of the 
labor movement when Jacob Potofsky, 
the former president of the Amalgamated 
Clothing Workers of America, died on 
Sunday. His long and distinguished ca- 
reer spanned much of modern American 
labor history. As a teenager, just a few 
years after coming to America from the 
Ukraine, he worked with Sidney Hillman 
to establish the Amalgamated Clothing 
Workers. In 1946 he succeeded Hillman 
as union president, and for 26 years he 
worked tirelessly to create a modern, self- 
sufficient, democratic, and vibrant union. 
While never losing sight of the needs of 
his members, Jacob Potofsky also recog- 
nized the need for conciliation and co- 
operation in labor relations. 

I share with his family, the Amalga- 
mated Clothing Workers, and the thou- 
sands of Americans who were touched by 
his life and his example, a sense of pro- 
found sadness at his death. 

NOTE: Special Assistant to the President for 
Consumer Affairs Esther Peterson delivered the 
statement to the Amalgamated Clothing Work- 


ers of America at funeral services for Mr. 
Potofsky. 
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Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the Pres- 
ident’s public schedule and other items 
of general interest announced by the 
White House Press Office and not in- 
cluded elsewhere in this issue. 


August 4 
The President met at the White House 
with Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to 
the President for National Security 
Affairs. 
August 6 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—Dr. Brzezinski; 
—Frank B. Moore, Assistant to the 
President for Congressional Liaison; 
—bishops of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church. 
August 7 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—Dr. Brzezinski; 
—former Governor Reubin Askew of 
Florida. 
August 8 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—Dr. Brzezinski; 
—newly elected officers of the Southern 
Baptist Convention; 
—Ambassador 
Israel ; 
—James T. McIntyre, Jr., Director of 
the Office of Management and Bud- 
get. 


Ephraim Evron of 


August 9 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 
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—Rev. Jesse Jackson, national presi- 
dent of Operation PUSH (People 
United to Save Humanity). 

August 10 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Secretary of Defense Harold Brown, 
Deputy Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher, Hamilton Jordan, As- 
sistant to the President, and Dr. 
Brzezinski; 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Mr. Moore; 

—a group of editors and news directors 
(transcript will be printed next 
week). 

The President participated in a brief- 
ing by administration officials for His- 
panic community and civic leaders, held 
in the East Room at the White House. 

The White House announced the fol- 
lowing personnel changes in the White 
House staff : 

—Robert J. Lipshutz, Counsel to the 
President, has resigned. He will re- 
turn to Georgia to serve as cotrustee 
with Charles H. Kirbo of the Jimmy 
Carter Personal Assets Trust, and he 
will also chair the commission that 
will establish the Carter Presidential 
Library. 

—Ambassador Esteban E. Torres, cur- 
rently U.S. Permanent Representa- 
tive to the United Nations Educa- 
tional, Scientific, and Cultural Orga- 
nization, will become Special Assist- 
ant to the President, working with 
programs and policies important to 
Hispanic Americans. 

—Timothy E. Kraft, Assistant to the 
President, is going to the Carter- 
Mondale Committee as campaign 
manager. 

—Sarah C. Weddington, currently 
Special Assistant to the President, 
will become Assistant to the Presi- 








Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1979 


dent, assuming many of the duties of 
Mr. Kraft as well as continuing her 
work with programs and policies im- 
portant to women. 

—Ambassador Alonzo L. McDonald, 
currently Acting Special Representa- 
tive for Trade Negotiations, will be- 
come Assistant to the President and 
director of the White House staff. 

The President has asked Neil Gold- 

schmidt to assume office as Secretary of 
Transportation, and Mr. Goldschmidt 
will be sworn into office Wednesday, 
August 15, in Portland, Oreg. Mr. Gold- 
schmidt will take office under the recess 
appointment provision of the Constitu- 
tion. His nomination was submitted to the 
Senate on August 2, and he will go 
through the normal confirmation process 
when the Senate returns from its recess. 
The President left the White House for 
a weekend stay at Camp David, Md. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or nom- 
inations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted August 10, 1979 


SaMuEL D. Jounson, Jr., of Texas, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the Fifth 
Circuit, vice a new position created by P.L. 
95-486, approved October 20, 1978. 

Epwarp B. Davis, of Florida, to be United 
States District Judge for the Southern Dis- 
trict of Florida, vice a new position created 
by P.L. 95-486, approved October 20, 1978. 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the Federal Farm Credit Board, Farm 
Credit Administration, for the terms expir- 
ing March 31, 1985: 


NOMINATIONS—Continued 


Submitted August 10—Continued 
Jewe.t Haacanp, of Minnesota, vice Al- 
fred Underdahl, term expired. 
Dwicnut L. Tripp, Jr., of Maine (reap- 
pointment). 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following listing contains releases of the 
White House Press Office which are rot in- 
cluded in this issue. 


Released August 8, 1979 


Biographical data: Reubin Askew, nominated 
to be Special Representative for Trade 
Negotiations 

Biographical data: Alonzo L. McDonald, Act- 
ing Special Representative for Trade Nego- 
tiations 


Released August 9, 1979 


Announcement: nomination of Samuel D. 
Johnson, Jr., to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Fifth Circuit 

Announcement: nomination of Edward B. 
Davis to be United States District Judge for 
the Southern District of Florida 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved August 6, 1979 

2 ae Public Law 96-46 
An act to make technical corrections and 
miscellaneous amendments in certain educa- 
tion laws contained in the Education Amend- 
ments of 1978, and for other purposes. 

Approved August 8, 1979 


ee Public Law 96-47 
An act to authorize appropriations for the 
international affairs functions of the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury for fiscal year 1980. 

SR Sen eee lene Public Law 96-48 
National Aeronautics and Space Adminis- 
tration Authorization Act, 1980. 
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